
RURAL SCHOOLS 
= THE HEART OF 

COMMUNIT Y
A  U N I T E D  W AY  F O R W A R D



“This is not just about saving 
individual schools,”... “It’s a fight for 
the future of rural education and 
the ability for students to learn 
close to where they live.”

Leeds-Grenville MPP Steve Clark



SERVICE VS ACCESS
• The provincial gov’t through the PAR process has asked the UCDSB to consider school 

closures as a means of balancing Service with Access. The UCDSB has done their best to 
create recommendations with what they were given by the province

• Unfortunately, the formula used is generic and does not capture the true VALUE of small rural 
schools to their communities

• As a result the service vs access equation is imbalanced, resulting in massive school closures 
being put forward as the solution

• Unfortunately there are major flaws:

– The utilization rates are skewed (i.e., changes due to French immersion & removal of 7/8, staffing 
changes and limited childcare opportunities)  and flawed (hidden costs show that it is more 
expensive than anticipated to close schools)

– Doesn’t adequately take into account the cost to children, families and communities



CLOSURES DO HAVE A BIG IMPACT –
ON EVERYONE
• Research has consistently found that neither significant savings nor improved educational 

outcomes result from rural consolidation. Instead, opportunities for student participation and 
family involvement fall significantly and communities suffer a range of negative effects including 
declining home and property values and erosion of social infrastructure.



IMPORTANT POINTS MADE BY 
CUPE 5678
• Many students will have to travel further every day to get to school; some may have more than an 

hour’s travel each way by school bus
• Schools that remain open will become overcrowded with new enrolments
• Children and young people risk being “warehoused” in overcrowded schools
• Up to ten child care centres operating in schools will be closed, with no provisions to create new 

spaces or accommodate families’ child care needs locally
• Programs that operate outside regular classroom hours can no longer be hosted in schools, 

threatening community life
• Business and municipalities will feel the economic impact as families move to be closer to schools; 

parents are forced to leave work or leave communities for childcare; and good jobs are lost as the 
schools close



WHAT WE NEED TO DO:
PETITION THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ONTARIO AS FOLLOWS:

• To support Progressive Conservative MPP Jim McDonell’s motion to suspend all current PAR 
reviews until strategic rural education plan is completed, engaging all rural school boards, 
school communities and municipalities,

• To reinstate considerations of value to the local community and value to the local economy in Pupil 
Accommodation Review Guidelines and

• To engage all rural school boards, including the Upper Canada District School Board, school 
communities and municipalities in the development of the strategic rural education plan, and

• Consider rural education opportunities, student busing times, accessible extra-curricular and inter-
school activities, the school’s role as a community hub, and its value to the local economy.



OTHER PROVINCES LEADING THE WAY
Quebec: On March 5, 2003, the Minister of Education announced a policy to save rural schools, saying “Having a 
school is a strong symbol for the development and vitality of rural communities....Today we are taking new steps to 
give communities additional resources that will allow them to maintain village schools.” 

Newfoundland & Labrador:The process for closing a school is a provincially regulated one. (“Legislated not to 
be a dreadful process,” said Assistant Deputy Minister Eric Burry.)  It takes place over a two-year schedule, with 
board officials consulting with the community and school council, and soliciting input on how best to manage the 
procedure. 

Saskatchewan: School boards must closely follow the stipulations in the Education Act regarding the closing of a 
school.  These involve consulting with the community over a minimum six-month proscribed schedule.  “These are 
intended to be genuine consultations,” said Don Sangster, Executive Director, School Finance. 

Manitoba: In response to the ARC process, parental concerns were so strong and valued that the Manitoba 
government tabled a bill to put a moratorium on school closures. This proposed legislation meant that any school 
up for review would no longer be eligible for closure except under extreme circumstances. Thus, many schools 
facing declining enrolment were not eligible for closure or consolidation 



WORKING TOGETHER
• Let’s move away from the “access” focus on buildings and busing toward “service”

• We can all come up with strong lists of why our school is “special”

• But we are not more special than one another  - we are essential to our communities

• So let’s start by valuing the importance of each school and why it should stay open, why 
schools should not be renovated to house more schools or why schools that are already full 
should not be “bursting” at the seams



SOME STARTING POINTS:
• Let’s celebrate rural education
• Let’s STOP this process until this can be done: print up and sign the petition being put forward by MPP Jim 

McDonell
• Organize within your community to find ways to lobby gov’t
• Find community partners to increase the impact on gov’t bodies
• Work collaboratively with other school/community organizations to create impactful public events
• Stay active and ask questions like:

– 1  what are the real costs to closing the school to communities, children and families?

– 2  what value is being put on the importance of rural education?

– 3  what is more important, the building or the services it provides?

• Ask yourself – what are we fighting for and what is the ultimate cost?

• November 20th – International Day of the Child.  Let’s make our voices heard outside the office of 
Randy Hillier MPP Lanark, Frontenac, Lennox & Addington 105 Dufferin Square, Perth, K7H 3C9
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